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BULLETIN OF JANUARY 9, 2011

SUNDAY/JANUARY 9
Sunday After Theophany (Tone 8)
9:10a.m. Hours; 9:30a.m. Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour; Church School
11:45a.m. Movie: “Faith Like Potatoes™

MONDAY/JANUARY 10
Post-Feast of Theophany
St. Theophan the Recluse

9:30a.m. Akathist to St. Theophan

TUESDAY/JANUARY 11
6:00p.m. Compline and Akathist to
St. Sava of Serbia (Jan. 12th)
7:00p.m. Movie: “Faith Like Potatoes”

FRIDAY/JANUARY 14
6:30p.m. 40th Day Memorial for
(+) John Chabra

SATURDAY/JANUARY 15
9:30a.m. Akathist; Confession
5:30p.m. Vigil; Confession

SUNDAY/JANUARY 16

34th Sunday After Pentecost (Tone 1)

g:10a.m. Hours; g:30a.m. Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour; Church School & Teen Class

Fast Days
Wednesday/Jan. 12th
Fridav/Jan. 14th

[coms cam be foendin
cars and places of work

Lessons in Divine & Christian Love (39)

Having separated themselves from the love of
God, Adam and Eve felt fear — the eternal
companion of sin — and they saw themselves as
naked. As long as they were steady in their love
of God, God radiated from Himself as from His
temples. They were externally clothed with light,
and barely regarded their own bodies. Now, they
were naked prior to sin, but having no
consciousness of this, neither were they ashamed.
But as soon as the three desires occupied the
place of their love — that is, lust for bodily
pleasure, desire for possessions and desire for
knowledge — their spiritual vision was eclipsed,
and they regarded themselves with carnal eyes
and saw their own bodies. Having become poor
and bereft the soul without the blessed love of
God saw only what could be seen with bodily
eyes.

- Fr. Callistratus of Mileseva



Parish Synodicon: Memory Eternal!
Jan. 14 4ot Day John Chabra
Jan. 09, 1995 Michael Hobora
Jan. 10, 1983 Helen Zvonchenko
Jan. 11, 1979 Vassily Koles

Jan. 12, 1965 Alex Emilianov
Jan. 12, 1976 Julia Dzyban

Jan. 12, 1982 Xenia Kalevich
Jan. 13, 1953 Katherine Shwetz
Jan. 13, 1966 Peter Krenitsky
Jan. 15, 2000 Ekaterina Moroshan

March For Life — January 24", Monday
Bishop Michael will join Metropolitan Jonah and
other Orthodox Christians in this day of prayer
and witnessing in Washington, DC. Come along.

Offerings for the week of January 9

Olive Qil — in memory of Michael and Justina; in
memory of Vaschen and Emilia; for the health of
Cornelia; in memory of Katusha, Bukhuti

Wine: in memory of Katusha, Bukhuti

Flowers: in memory of John Chabra; in memory
of Katusha, Bukhuti

Winter Weather Conditions

May necessitate a change in the schedule, please
check the parish website for up-dates. Any
necessary changes will be posted at least 1 hour
before the scheduled event.

The Parish Website: uww.ssppoc.org

Has posted — “schedule of services” — the parish
calendar of services, events, adult studies, church
school, meetings, deanery and diocesan events
thru June of 2011. Check it out and plan vour own
calendar accordingly.

The Blessing of Homes

With the newly-blessed Waters of Theophany
(January 5t") will begin Jan. 7't thru Feb. 12tk
Please speak with Fr. James to arrange a date and
time for your home blessing.

Parish Up-Dates Sent By Email

Usually once a week a Parish Up-Date is emailed.
To receive Up-Dates, all you need to do is to
subseribe on our parish website.

Parish Council Meeting
January 20", Thursday at 7:00p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting

February 13th, Sunday at 11:45a.m. All reports for
the Annual Meeting must be submitted no later
than February 1%t

January Movie Presentation:

“Faith Like Potatoes” — The Story of a
Farmer Who Risked Everything for God
This award winning Christian film of 116 minutes
has proven to captivate audiences both in South
Africa and America. Based on the true life of a
South African Farmer, Angus Buchan, it is set in
the turbulent hills of the KZN Midlands. Angus’
manic quest for material success is slowly
transformed into a wild love for God and people as
he wrestles with faith, hope, natural disasters and
tragic personal loss.

Sunday, Jan. 09 at 11:45a.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 11 at 7:00p.m.

All are invited! In the Conference Room. Bring a
friend.

Coffee Hour Hosting

Jan. 09 - Nana, Nona, Nino

Jan. 16 - Motoviloff, Kachek, Torrisi

Jan. 23 — Combs, Mantzafos, Parsells, Sokol

Icon Print Collection

Icon Prints from calendars and Christmas Cards
may be deposited in the Special Collection Box in
the vestibule. Please do not deposit whole
calendars and cards but cut out the prints for
deposit.

January/February Envelopes

Due to mailing difficulties, you may receive two
sets of envelopes. The problem has been
addressed. All parishioners are asked to make
their offerings to the church through usage of the
envelope system. Extra blank envelopes may be
found on the vestibule stand.

Sayings
Can’t sleep?
Shepherd
A clear conscience makes a soft pillow.

Don't count sheep...talk to the



Universal-Geographic-Ecclesiastic Jurisdiction
Is Such a Concept Orthodox?

-by Archbishop Nathaniel of Detroit

When an Orthodox Christian 15 asked to state what is considered to be o major difference between
Orthodox Christianity and Roman Catholicism, the response is: “We don't have a pope.” In other words,
Ortho- doxy does not recognize the elaim of the Bishop of Rome to have universal jurisdiction over the
Church.

Jesus put a question to his disciples. "But you, who do you say 1 am? Then Simon Peter spoke up and said,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, " Simon son of Jonah, you are a blessed man!
Because it was no human agency that revealed this to vou but my Father in heaven. So now 1 say o yow:
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my community.” (Mt 16:15-18 NJB)

The Church of Rome interprets this to mean that the person Simon son of Jonah; now called “Peter,”
would be the individual in whom would reside the fullness of Christ’s own authority after the earthly
mission of the Lord had heen fulfilled. Tn other words, Peter's parsonal profession of faith gave him the
authority to be the guarantor of the Christian faith.

From the Orthodox point of view, there was no such understanding among the Apostles. Orthodox
interpretation of Saint Matthew's text is that Christ’s statement refers to Peter's faith that Jesus of
Mazareth is truly the Son of God and does not refer to Peter as a person in whom will reside the gift of
authority over the entire Chureh. The Orthodox interprelation is that everyone who confesses Jesus Christ
as Son of the living God is o "rock,” o witness of faith and of these witnesses is the Church of God
comprised. The so-called "Petrine privilege” is a late Roman invention and is not recognized by serious
historians.

Perhaps due to the unification of 1taly into a secular state in the last century at the expense of the papal
estates and due to the decline of Catholic ecclesiastical power in Western Europe following the
“Enlightenment”, Pope Pius IX insisted on the declaration by the First Vatican Couneil {1870) that the
Bishop of Rome is infallible when he speaks “ex cathedra,” or “officially.” In this moment in history the
Roman Pontift was guaranteed a limited geophysical site, a “political state” complete with diplomats, its
own currency, postal systemn, ete. the "Cily-State” known as “The Vatican™ which did not in anyway
challenge his “right” to a universal, geographical, ecelesiastical jurisdiction.

The Pope of Rome claims universal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdiction over all adherents of the
Clwrch of Rome (and implicit is a jurisdiction over all human kind because of the great command to bring
all nations to Christ). By himself, he can define dogma, and he alone chooses who will be consecrated o
bishop. Every hierarch is thus a “suffragan bishop” to the Bishop of Rome,

We have gone to some length to state what we understand to be the Roman Catholie teaching of the

universal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome, not to herein refute it so much

as toouse 1t as a point of departure in contrast with Orthodox ecclesiology. Orthodoxy stales that "where

the hishop is, there is the Church.” Orthodox ecclesiastical consideration is that every Bishop, Archbishop,

Melropahilan, Patriareh has a particolar geograpiie, ecelesiastical jurisdiction, bul no one luerarel can

claim a wniversal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

I the context of Orthodox Christianity in North America today, however, the status of the Chureh here is
in an unusual state of being in that numerous Patriarchs “de facto” claim jurisdiction over “their” people
in the United States and Canada, even though this jurisdiction is owtside their own national boundary and
over another continent. Many of the same Patriarchates also Loy claim to “their” people in other

continents, os well.

It can he stated then, that identifiable, overlapping "Orthodox ™ universal, peographical, ecclesiastical
Jjurisdictions exist in Orthodoxy today. This is not an Orthodox concept.



Whereas the Pope of Rome claims universal jurisdiction based on Petrine Privilege, some Orthodox
Patriarchs are exerting universal jurisdiction based on ethnie priorities. We da not know where in the
Canons of the Church or the historical experience of the Church it can be found that any Patriarch may lay
rightful claim to universal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdiction based on ministry to a select ethnic
presence, the so-called "diaspora™ (nat to be confused with the *Babylonian Captivity).

The word, “diaspora,” at best, meant the technical term for Jewish communities settled outside Palestine
during the last century BC and the first century AD. These individuals regarded Jerusalem as their
spiritual capital.

The use of the word "diaspora™ by various Orthodox Churches to express the status of their faithful who
have left their nation, willingly or unwillingly, and are living “hevond” the political, geographic borders of
that homeland is strained. It is strained, because there is no geographical “center” for Orthodox
Christianity; there is no "Rome,” old or new which is the unique “touchstone” for the faith: the “new"
Jerusalem is the heavenly one, vet to come; and, then it is the center because the Lord Himsell will dwel]
there, and He is the source of life and truth. The guarantor of the faith is not a place nora particular
person but the indwelling of the Haly Spirit in the Church.

Can there " be a multitude of Orthodox “centers/ capitals,” each claiming spiritual obedience but just for a
determined ethnic few? How can one admit to 2 multiplicity of such centers of jurisdiction without
creating a plurality of interpretations or variations of the truth? The Church is one, the faith is one,
baptism is one; and, althougl it might have been useful to allow an elasticity of jurisdiction based on an
assumed “temporary” status of the immigrant, surely that time is past. This temiporary status has
continued for two centuries. Orthodox Christians in North Ameriea, for the most part, do not consider
themselves to be in a state of “diaspora,” nor do they have any intention, nor desire, nor plan to “retum”
permanently elsewhere. Just as they are permanent citizens of North America, and those nations of birth
or naturalization, o too, their Church is permanent and not in. diaspora.

It appears that the basis for the employment of universal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdiction rested
on a particular interpretation of Christ’s conunand to go forth and preach to all nations; that is to say, that
Chirist’s reference is to the conversion of people being part of a national identity, not to the conversion of
individuals. One is saved through being part of a people.

This interpretation appears to have arisen in these latter times as a response 1o sustaining modern
“national” identities, and has given rise to the “obligation” of the Mother Churches to care for her spiritual
offspring around the political globe. If the obligation was forced by geo-palitical pressures, the Church can
be excused, temporarily. This was the experience during the communist era. Now that the Churches are
[ree to reestablish traditional Orthodox ecelesiology, they can also eradieate this un-Orthodox “universal,
geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdictionalism.”

How can the One, Ioly, Catholic and Apostolic Church have a mudtiplicity of jurisdictions overlapping the
same geographical area? How can the Patriarchs of Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow,
Belzrade, Bucharest, Sofia, all claim universal, geographical, eeclesiastical jurisdiction in North America
(and the rest of the world) based on the existence of their particular ethnic spiritual children living here?
We are thankful that the Churehes of Cyprius, Finland, Slevakia, Japan, ete., have not vet made similar
claims o their ethnie compatriols in North America.

We respond to the question: “Is the concept of universal, geographical, ecclesiastical jurisdictions an
Orthodox one?” We believe il is not. Therefore, let the Orthodox Christians of Canada and the United
States work with the Mother Churches and seek their blessings for their respectful "leng-distance”
shepherds and flocks to join into one administrative unity as is the Orthodox ecclesiastical principle. Let
them elect patriarchs for Canada and the United States so that the Lord's work can continue with one
heart and one mind to serve and thus give glory to the All Holv Trinaty, Father, Son and Holv Spirit. To

whom be all glory, honor and waorship, now and ever. Aamen.
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